First results of arthroplasty of the wrist by Swanson's implant. Twenty-five cases.
We have carried out 25 arthroplasties of the wrist using the Swanson implant since 1976. The indications were primarily in rheumatoid arthritis. The operation was done for severe pain and deformity of the wrist. Results were analysed in 19 patients with a follow-up of 21-54 months. Post-operative pain relief is good. Although mobility is fair, the return of the balance of wrist motions has been recovered. The results of the Swanson implant arthroplasty are compared to dorsal synovectomy and wrist arthrodesis.